Workbook Staying to Defend: Preparation, Capacity & Responsibility
Leaving early is always safer. You must think clearly before and be prepared before make a  decision to stay. 
No one should remain in an evacuation zone without proper training and equipment. If you choose to stay, understand that emergency responders may not be able to reach you, and rescue may be delayed or impossible.
Unless you are trained and equipped to defend your property, you should evacuate. Staying behind can divert firefighters from saving lives and may leave you without help when conditions worsen.

1 – My Honest Capability Check
If I stayed, could I realistically operate in:
☐ extreme heat
☐ heavy smoke
☐ loud, chaotic conditions
☐ limited visibility
☐ emotional stress
Medical or physical factors that might limit me:


Who depends on me to survive?

If I am unsure → I should evacuate.

2 – Defensible Space Audit
Walk your property.
Within 5 feet of the home, I still need to remove:


Roof & gutters:
☐ clear
☐ need cleaning
Outdoor furniture / wood piles:
☐ moved
☐ not moved
Hoses reachable on all sides?
☐ yes ☐ no

3 – Ember Reality
Most homes ignite from small fires started by wind-blown embers.
Where could embers accumulate on my house?


If three places ignite at once, what will I do?


4 – Utilities Failure Plan
If water pressure drops, I will:

If power fails at night, I will:

Backup light sources:


5 – My Exit Triggers (decide NOW)
I will leave immediately if:
☐ fire crosses __________
☐ water fails
☐ authorities withdraw
☐ I feel overwhelmed
☐ other: _______________________
Car fueled?
☐ yes ☐ no
Keys located?
☐ yes ☐ no
6 – Communication Plan
Who will I notify if I stay?

Who expects updates from me?

Backup meeting place if we separate:


7 – After the Flame Front
Hours later, I must still check for:
☐ attic / roof
☐ decks
☐ landscaping
☐ nearby structures
Who can help me monitor?


8 – Reflection
Preparedness is not bravery in the moment. It is decisions made long before the next disaster.
What can I do this month to improve readiness?


What can I do this week?

What can I do today?


Closing Thought
You are not only protecting property. You are protecting lives, neighbors, and first responders.  Tomorrow’s survival begins today.

