DISASTER PLAN
If You Have Training and Plan to Stay and Defend Your Home During a Wildfire
Stay calm. You are strong. Fight on.
Remember: Leaving early is always safer. Fire behavior changes fast. No structure is worth a life. Some residents will choose or be unable to evacuate.  Preparation and discipline matter.
1) You must be physically and mentally capable and spiritually able
· Able to handle extreme heat, smoke, stress
· No mobility or respiratory limits
· Wearing protective clothing (cotton/wool, boots, gloves, eye protection)
If not → evacuate.
2) Your home has defensible space
Without it, staying is unlikely to work at best and deadly at worst.
· Remove flammables near structure
· Clear gutters & roofs
· Move patio furniture & wood piles
· Close vents & windows
· Leave lights on for visibility in smoke
· Prepare generators, pumps, connect hoses and/or fill tubs/buckets
· Open gates
3) You Must Understand what you are actually fighting
Homes usually ignite from embers, not giant flame fronts.
Your job becomes:
· putting out spot fires
· extinguishing ignitions quickly
· patrolling continuously
If multiple areas ignite → evacuate.
4) Water & power will likely fail
Have backups. Redundancy is key.
· independent water supply if possible
· generators where safe
· battery lighting
· charged phones, back up batteries, solar batteries
5) Stay informed
Conditions change minute to minute.
· monitor official alerts
· know multiple exit routes
· keep car facing out, fueled, loaded
6) Decide in advance when you will leave
Examples:
· fire jumps the road
· emergency services withdraw
· you lose water
· structure catches
Make the decision before panic sets in.
7) Firefighters may not be able to save you
During extreme conditions, resources are triaged. You are responsible for your own survival. No one is coming to save you.  In essence, you are ok with a DNR - Do Not Resuscitate. 
8) After the front passes
Remain alert for hours.
Extinguish embers in roofs, decks, landscaping.Many homes are lost after the main fire.
THE DEEPER TRUTH:
Preparedness is not heroics. It is responsibility practiced early.
Tomorrow’s survival begins today.
COMMUNICATION RULE - Check in with out-of-state contact. 
72-HOUR BASICS: Water, food, meds, flashlight, charger, first aid, masks, copies of documents.
MINDSET:  I am calm and strong. I have chosen to fight on. 
